
Notes from 09/13/21 Joint Committee Meeting.  This meeting 

occurred virtually.  Attendees:  Mayor Slaughter, Randy Allison, 

Jon Sander, Brian Patchett, Misty Dion, Jay Harner, Janetta 

Green, Mark Derry and Karen Koch.  Meeting began at 1:15 pm.  

  

Items discussed included the recent contract negotiations with 

the COW to secure the services of Ms. Janetta Green as the 

ADA/Consent Decree Coordinator.  COW Council approved 

resolution #8189 on 9/9/21 to retain Ms. Green.  JG discussed 

that she feels most of her work will be done remotely and that 

she will have an access report ASAP to share with City Hall.  Once 

the access report is completed, she will develop a transition plan 

for the COW.  It was discussed that the transition plan will serve 

as the work plan as well.  Ms. Green discussed that she would 

work with codes office Joe Girardi to share her knowledge of this 

process and assist Mr. Girardi to obtain the certification of ADA 

Coordinator.  Ms. Green will assure that the COW has a process in 

place to provide Disability Awareness and Sensitivity Training to 

new hires within the COW.  Ms. Green did recommend that Mr. 

Girardi attend the Mid Atlantic ADA conference in Maryland, Sept. 

21-24 for a great place to start.  If interested, RTF will provide 

the information to register for the conference.   

Mark Derry indicated that he his shared a proposal with the COW.  

Once the proposal is signed, it will become a “contract”.  Mark 

notes that he has yet to receive the retainer that is needed for 

him to begin work and provide a start date for the contract.  The 

mayor shared resolution 9190 that reflects the intend to contact 

with Mr. Derry. Mark will tentatively travel to Williamsport during 

the last week of September to complete the access study for all 

locations that will house the COW as City Hall is currently 

condemned and not inhabitable.  Mark is willing to do these 

access studies as well as the study for City Hall at the same time 

to decrease the cost.  The mayor indicates that he is not sure if 

Mark will be able to access City Hall until he gets clarification 



from legal council that this is permissible.  The COW has 

identified three locations that will house City Services.  This 

includes The River Valley Transit Building, Trade and Transit I and 

Trade and Transit II.  During this call the mayor mentioned a 

fourth building that may be used to temporarily house the Police 

Patrol.  This fourth building is located at 810 Nichols Place in 

Williamsport.   

 

All parties agree that Mark Derry and Janetta Green have the 

required certifications to complete this work.  Both Mark Derry 

and Janetta Green have been given copies of the Consent Decree 

and are aware of the designated time frame for completion.  Both 

see no difficulty complying with the designated dates.  There was 

conversation re: the JC needs to approve the contracts for Ms. 

Green and Mr. Derry.  The mayor indicates that city council 

approved the resolutions to contract with both on 9/9/21.  It was 

reinforced that the consent decree allows for the JC to approve 

the contracts.  The mayor will share the contracts once he has 

them, to include the start dates and the expectation.   

It is noted that 9/3/21 was the date to evacuate City Hall.  Mayor 

Slaughter has explained that Joe Girardi, Chief Codes officer for 

the COW, has agreed to provide an extension, the new date for 

the COW to vacate City Hall is 9/17/21.  Mayor Slaughter indicted 

that the remaining two departments, Police Patrol and Codes will 

vacate the current City Hall by Monday 9/20/21.  Mayor Slaughter 

noted this date could change in the event of an emergency or a 

disaster.  At this time all other departments have been relocated 

to RVT or Trade and Transit II.   

The schedule for the Disability Awareness training was discussed 

this day as well.  On 9/9/21 the mayor provided a list of staff that 

have registered to participate in the training.  It was discussed 

today that not all members of the COW council have signed up for 

the training.  Mr. Allison will reach out to members and assure 



that all are registered.  It was agreed by all on the call that the 

Physical Mobility station will occur at City Hall.  Logistics will be 

worked out to assure that all participants have an appropriate 

amount of time to transition to City Hall from Trade and Transit 

II.  It is noted that no one will be entering City Hall for this 

training.  The training will occur outside of City Hall. Conversation 

occurred re:  assuring keeping the training safe and in 

compliance with all CDC regulations. It was agreed that there was 

no need to offer a virtual session of this training.    

Conversations occurred re:  the JC meetings, minutes and 

agendas be available to the public on the COW website just like 

the Council Meetings, Finance Comm, etc are.  This was discussed 

in the first JC meeting.  The mayor explained that this has not 

happened yet, he will communicate with Josh/IT staff and will live 

stream the next meeting of the JC.  Going forward this will be 

available at the COW website.  Conservation occurred that the 

new website looks great and with help from North Central Sight 

Services it is accessible.   

Misty asked for an update on progress.  Jon Sander shares that 

all interior work has been halted due to the condemning of the 

building.  Jon notes that the prefab ramp is still in the process.  

Jon states that it is a bit behind schedule due to delays at the 

manufacturer.  Conversations occurred re: other access upgrades 

and have any bids or contractor been identified.  Jon Sander 

explained that the COW is not required to get a bid for items that 

cost less than approx. 21K.  Jon states that no other bids have 

gone out for access compliance at City Hall.   

Next Meeting:  Monday September 27th at 1:15 p.m. 

 

 

These notes were submitted by Karen Koch 

 



 


