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Coffee with a Cop
 There was a time not too long ago that the 
perception of law enforcement across the country 
was not that great. We observed riots and protests, 
and unfortunately we still do when there is an officer 
involved shooting. One of the key observations 
from those events was the relationship between the 
police department, its officers and commanders, 
and how they interacted with the community. How 
are they viewed by the citizens they are sworn to 
protect?
 There is no doubt that when there is a 
controversy within your policing agency your 
relationship with the media, municipal government 
and community at large will be put to the test. The 
relationships you make, or don’t make, before an 
incident, is going to play a key role in the overall 
credibility to any crisis.
 So many agencies like ours have to find ways to
better communicate and interact with the communities 
we serve. There are many great ideas, and most 
don’t cost money. Things like conducting walks in 
neighborhoods or bicycle patrols are very popular 
and don’t cost much. There are community outreach 
events during the year as well. One of the outreach 

initiatives we adopted was the “Coffee with a Cop.” 
Our agency has hired nineteen officers in the past 
three years. That is a big turnover for an agency 
of our size. It is also a bit of a shock to the citizens 
who once knew most of the officers by name and 
now only recognize a few. With that in mind we 
wanted to create some fun, care free ways of 
meeting and talking to those in our community.
 Coffee with a Cop was a program where over 
the course of nine weeks the Williamsport Police 
would visit one of five participating coffee shops 
within the city. The dates and times would be 
announced in advance with an open invitation for 
the public to come out and have coffee with us. We 
wanted to show that we are just like anyone else 
trying to do the best job we can. It would be an 
opportunity to speak with local citizens and hear 
what was on their minds. 
 From July 6th through September 6th, 2018, the 
Williamsport Bureau of Police did participate in the 
“Coffee with a Cop” initiative. If you were one of the 
citizens who came out to speak to us, I just want to 
say “Thank You.” It was really our pleasure and we 
look forward to doing more initiatives in the future. 
We hope these are the kind of relationships that will 
last and make us a more effective policing agency. 

Williamsport Bureau of Police Officers Thad Trafford and PO 
Joe Ananea with Tyler at Alabaster Coffee on July 24th.
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Security Camera Project
 The Williamsport Bureau of Police employs 
seven full time investigators to work a variety of 
cases. They will be assigned everything from 
burglary and suspicious deaths to shooting events 
and homicides. With that said, one of the very first 
items any investigator wants to get his/her hands on 
are surveillance cameras. 
 Surveillance cameras are everywhere today. We 
see them everywhere we go, sometimes hidden in 
bubbles or placed in corners, but nine times out of 
ten they are there. That brings us to a conversation 
between Captain Miller and Agent Fred Miller. Agent 
Miller and Agent Hagan were investigating a case 
and were trying to review video footage from 
Newberry Estates. Captain Miller was told the 
cameras were getting very outdated. The system 
was aging and was not very user friendly. Newberry 
Estates was asked if there was anything we, the 
WBP, could do to assist them.  
 Newberry Estates Staff is great and we have a 
very good relationship with them. Anytime we have 
called or stopped by, they have been very pleasant 
and professional to work with. We know they do 
their best to provide good housing to those who 
need it. 
 Shannon Nappy at 
Newberry Estates said 
that several video 
cameras were no longer 
in operation. She told 
Captain Miller that she 
would love to replace and 
update the system, but 
her yearly budget would 
never allow for it. At 
best, she would have to 
piece-meal a few items at 
a time. That took us back 
to when District Attorney 
Eric Linhardt helped with 
other video surveillance 
systems. He was the new 
District Attorney, and talked 
about using forfeited drug 
proceeds to upgrade video 
surveillance systems in 

higher-crime areas. That project at the time was a 
success and a joint partnership with the property 
owners. Before going to the District Attorney, 
Shannon would need to do her homework and have 
a proposal ready to go. 
 After Shannon did her homework, she had an 
opportunity to meet with District Attorney Ken 
Osokow, County Detective William Weber and 
Captain Jody Miller. Captain Miller and Shannon 
pitched the idea and asked for their support. 
After providing some additional documentation and 
research, the project was approved and moved 
forward. The total cost of the upgrades to replace 
cameras and upgrade the operating system was 
$22,000. Newberry Estates was able to contribute 
$5,000, and the remaining funding was a grant from 
the District Attorney’s office which came from the 
drug forfeiture account. That money can be used for 
specific crime reducing initiatives. On Monday July 
10th, a check was presented by the District Attorney’s 
office to Shannon Nappy for the upgrades. As of 
this time the project is in full go and should be fully 
completed by the end of August 2018. 

Shannon Nappy, center, receives a check from the District Attorney’s office for security 
upgrades.
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 On May 12, 2018 the Williamsport Bureau of 
Police helped to host and facilitate the “House of 
Worship Workshop.” The training took place at 
Crossroads Church in Jersey Shore, and was 
intended to present several lecturers on security 
within houses of worship. There were presentations 
by the department of Homeland Security on overall 
security, UPMC Susquehanna on “Stop the Bleed” 
techniques, an attorney who talked about conceal 
carry in Pennsylvania as well as the Williamsport 
Police who talked about “Active Shooter” training.
 The training lasted from 8:30am until 1:30pm. 
The training was free and was intended to really get 
those who facilitate houses of worship some insight 
on things they should be doing or considering to 
enhance their security and better respond to a 
possible tragedy. Unfortunately, we see mass 
shootings on the news all too frequently. We see 
them in malls, movie theaters and school buildings. 
Houses of Worship are not immune from these 
attacks and those who are associated with a house 
of worship should have plans in place and training 
in advance if they want the best chance for a 
positive outcome.
 Agent Jason Bolt was the first police officer 
trained in the ALICE concepts in Lycoming 
County. He was able to participate in this training 
while assigned to the Williamsport School district 
as the School Resource Officer. He and Dr. David 

Wright attended the ALICE training in Ohio and 
brought those concepts back to Lycoming County. 
Soon after, a larger group of officers and school 
administrators attended an instructor class and 
were certified in the ALICE concepts.
 What are these concepts you ask? Well ALICE 
stands for A-Alert, L-Lockdown, I-Inform, 
C-Counter, E-Evacuate. These are common sense 
approaches to an active shooter scenario that give 
staff and students, or in this case parishioners, the 
best chance at survival in an active shooter 
situation. 
 Over 200 members of the public came out to 
this training. Hopefully they went back to discuss 
with their staff members what they can do to be 
more prepared for an emergency. Since the 
training, Agent Bolt, Captain Miller and Fire Chief 
Killian have visited three houses of worship in the 
City of Williamsport. They have done not only a 
threat and risk assessment on those buildings, but 
also looked at fire safety and prevention measures 
as well.
 This program has been a positive experience 
and an overall success in trying to educate and 
provide a service to our local “Houses of Worship.” 
If you have not had an assessment done and would 
like to schedule one, please contact either Agent 
Bolt at 327-7554 or Capt. Miller at 327-7544.

House of Worship Workshop

The Williamsport Bureau of Police made community relations stops at Bowman Field for each home game this year. The final 
game of the season was on Labor Day, and the WBP staff was thanked by Doug Estes and Rhashan West-Bey.



POLICE DEPARTMENT PHONE EXTENSIONS
Chief David Young .................................... 570-327-7541 - Chief of Police
Capt. Jody Miller ....................................... 570-327-7544 - Captain, Patrol Division
Capt. Don Mayes ...................................... 570-327-7586 - Captain, Investigative Division 
Lt. Steve Helm .......................................... 570-327-7594 - Support Services Lieutenant
Lt. Brian Womer ........................................ 570-327-7529 - Lieutenant, Criminal Investigative Services
Agt. Trent Peacock ................................... 570-327-7593 - Detective
Agt. Fred Miller ......................................... 570-327-7547 - Detective
Agt. Ed Lucas ........................................... 570-327-7595 - Detective
Agt. Jason Bolt ......................................... 570-327-7554 - Detective
Agt. Aaron Levan ...................................... 570-327-7548 - Detective
Agt. Damon Hagan ................................... 570-327-7539 - Detective
Agt. Justin Snyder .................................... 570-327-7576 - Detective
PO Donald Barrett .................................... 570-327-7545 - Property & Evidence
PO Joe Ananea ........................................ 570-327-7549 - Property & Evidence
Donna Bower ............................................ 570-327-7540 - Police Administration
Brenda Carn ............................................. 570-327-7556 - Records
Beth Amos ................................................ 570-327-7557 - Records
Janet Doherty ........................................... 570-327-7555 - Records
Watch Commander ................................... 570-327-7560 - Option #2
Drug Hot Line ........................................... 1-866-688-8477
Abandoned Vehicle................................... 570-327-7538
Arson Hot Line .......................................... 570-327-7575

PATROL OFFICER’S EXTENSIONS
Dial 570-327-7560 then enter their four (4) digit extension number.

P.O. Alexander ..................7640
P.O. Badger ......................7629
P.O. Bell ............................7633
P.O. Bonnell ......................7630
P.O. Bortz .........................7606
P.O. Brague ......................7663
P.O. J. Brown ....................7607
P.O. R. Brown ...................7608
P.O. Carrita .......................7602
P.O. Caschera ..................7619
P.O. Caster .......................7616
P.O. Cole ..........................7613

P.O. Corter ........................7625
P.O. Derr ...........................7641
P.O. Dockey ......................7611
P.O. Gardner .....................7609
P.O. Geary ........................7623
P.O. Geesey .....................7610
P.O. Gingrich ....................7600
P.O. Hitesman ...................7604
P.O. Hofford ......................7638
P.O. Kitko ..........................7622 
P.O. McGee ......................7642
P.O. Minier ........................7601

P.O. Oitaviano ...................7626 
Sgt. Reeder ......................7628 
P.O. Salisbury ...................7621 
P.O. Saylor ........................7620
P.O. Schon ........................7644
P.O. Sechrist .....................7559 
P.O. Smith .........................7631 
P.O. Snyder ......................7632
P.O. Stevens .....................7612
P.O. Stoltzfus ....................7634 
P.O. Trafford .....................7624
P.O. Wasilauski .................7636
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 On September 11th, 2018 the Williamsport 
Bureau of Police received their first Unmanned 
Aerial Vehicle [UAV.] The department received this 
UAV, or “drone” as it’s commonly called, through a 
generous donation from the Lycoming County 9/11 
Memorial Coalition.
    In modern policing, 
the UAV has gained 
considerable ground 
as auseful tool for law 
enforcement’s 
continuing efforts to 
combat crime and 
manage critical incidents. UAV’s are helpful to 
officers as they can reach places that are too high 
or too dangerous for officers to place themselves. 
These devices also offer exceptional photo and 
video capture abilities, allowing clear recording of 
the smallest details from a safe distance.
  UAV’s assist law enforcement in areas such as 
traffic collision reconstruction, crime scene analysis, 
search and rescue, armed suspect situations and 
large event monitoring.
  The Williamsport Bureau of Police is currently 
preparing for official usage of these devices by 
implementing new safety guidelines as well as 
seeking in-depth training for UAV operations.
   In the future, the Williamsport Bureau of Police 
are hoping to extend this program by adding 
additional UAVs with expanded capabilities such 
as optical zoom and thermal cameras.

Unmanned Aerial Vehicle 
(UAV) Program

On August 16th, Chief Young and Captain Miller volunteered 
to be in the dunk tank at Pine Square to raise money for Wise 
Options/YWCA.  In addition, the WBP and Wise Options 
created a Tee Shirt that was on sale thru September with 
proceeds benefiting the victims of domestic abuse.

Officer Thaddaeus Trafford spends some time at a pre-school 
visit.

The Williamsport Bureau of Police “Special Response Team” 
was the recipient of Night Vision Equipment through a grant 
that was submitted through the North Central Terrorism Task 
Force. The grant will allow all the operators on the team to 
have a set of Night Vision goggles which will allow more 
clarity while operating in low light or night time conditions.
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Members of the Police Department and the District Attorney’s Office enjoyed Dodge Ball together with Big Brothers and Big 
Sisters on August 8th.

WBP Participating in Community Events...

Cleanup day at Original Little League. Participating was Capt Jody Miller, Cpl Brian McGee and PO Andrew Stevens of the 
WBP as well as other volunteers from the City of Williamsport, RVT, Streets and Parks and PCT Police Dept. Cleanup day took 
place on Saturday August 4th, 2018.   
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COLD CASE 
CORNER

 In the afternoon of December 30, 2016, 
Williamsport Police Officers were dispatched to 
the 2000 block of Boyd Street, in reference to a 
shooting that had just occurred. Officers arrived on 
the scene and found 31 year old William Michael 
Blackwell, aka: Mickey, lying unresponsive in the 
street while suffering from multiple gunshot wounds.  
Blackwell was transported from the scene by 
ambulance to the Williamsport Regional Medical 
Center and was later life-flighted to Geisinger 
Medical Center where he died from his wounds.    
 The investigation has revealed that Blackwell 
just had his vehicle repaired at a local repair shop.  
While Blackwell was standing next to his 

 In the early morning hours of January 9, 2016, 
Williamsport Police Officers were dispatched to the 
2300 block of Dove Court, located in the Newberry 
Section of Williamsport, in reference to a person 
down in the alley.  Officers found a person, later 
identified as 16- year-old Tyfeak Gordon, lying on 
the ground with a single gunshot wound to the 
head.  Witnesses residing in this neighborhood 
reported hearing a single gunshot about an hour 
before the victim was discovered.

vehicle, a suspect exited a 
vehicle parked nearby and 
approached Blackwell 
from behind. The suspect 
shot Blackwell several 
times, re-entered the same 
parked vehicle, and fled the area before the arrival 
of the police.
 Anyone possessing any information that could 
assist with this investigation is encouraged to 
contact the case Agent, Agent Edward Lucas, 
at 570-327-7595 or by email at elucas@
cityofwilliamsport.org. Witnesses may remain 
anonymous if necessary.

  The investigation has 
revealed that Gordon was 
threatened prior to his 
death.
 Anyone possessing 
any information that could 
assist with this investigation is encouraged to 
contact the case Agent, Agent Trent Peacock, 
at 570-327-7593 or by email at tpeacock@
cityofwilliamsport.org. 

The Murder of William Michael Blackwell
(AKA: Mickey) (WBP Case #16-12045)
Date/Time: 02/30/2016 @ 1510 Hours 
Location: 200 Block of Boyd Street

The Murder of Tyfeak Gordon
(WBP Case #14-10680)
Date/Time: 10/21/2014 @ 12:26 AM 
Location: 2300 Block of Dove Court


